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USA shotgunners turn in double Gold performances 
in trap competition   ... from sports page 1
well, putting him in a more pre-
carious position, but still in the 
final six, which moves on to the 
final. 
With one target remaining and 
sitting inside the top six, Han-
cock missed the last target and 
fell to 122 and a 6 for 3 shootout. 
" I was leading the whole compe-
tition, shooting great and then, all 
of a sudden, the wheels decided 
to fall off and I thought that I was 
out,” Hancock said. “I came off 
the field and I'm like, I'm done. I 
think it's 1-2-3s that are going to 
be shooting off for the final and I 
just, in one round, shot myself 
out of the entire Olympic 
Games.” 
Hancock’s coaches assured him 
by telling him 'No, no, you have 
a shoot-off. 
“I was mad at myself for a little 
while, just working through the 
process of understanding what 
went wrong,” Hancock said of 
making a course correction that 
involved keeping the rifle stock 
up versus letting it slip down his 
body. 
After some visualization drills 
and practice mounts before the 
shoot-out, Hancock was good to 
go, and it didn’t take long to re-
claim his position in the final 
needing to hit the first 8 targets 
to advance. 
 The temporary blip by Hancock 
was just a memory once the fi-
nals started hitting 59 of sixty tar-
gets, missing only the 26th at the 
fourth position and would win by 

four points over Jesper Hansen 
of Denmark (55) and set a new 
Olympic record of 59 points. 
"You learn a lot as you get older 
and with age comes wisdom,” 
Hancock said after missing the 
finals in Rio in 2016 when 
ranked No. 1. “It's the same thing 
with experience. For me, I had to 
get that experience of knowing 
what it was like to not win to 
truly understand what it was 
going to take for me to stay on 

Red Cross: Emergency need for donors; Shortage 
continues this summer due to increased demand   

 Amber English captured gold in the Women’s  Skeet com-
petition. (Photo/Courtesy: Asaka Shooting Range )

top, to get back to the top and 
stay there.” 
  For English, her road to the fi-
nals was more methodical, fin-
ishing third with 121 points, 
three behind the People’s Repub-
lic of China’s Meng Wei, who set 
the Olympic record and equaled 
the world record with 124 points. 
In the first 20 targets, English 
was the last to miss of the six ath-
letes and by the time they 
reached the bronze medal part of 

the shoot, had missed only two 
targets, but was in a head-to-head 
match-up with Italy’s Diana Ba-
cosi, who was leading 29 to Eng-
lish’s 28 points. 
  But English was up to the task, 
hitting all 10 targets in the bronze 
medal segment and then watched 
as Bacosi missed twice in nine 
targets and then again two mis-
sing two more times during the 
gold medal match, while English 
only missed twice more to finish 
with 56 points to Bacosi’s 55 and 
set the Olympic record. 
"I'm just like twilight zone right 
now,” The 31-year-old said after 
competing in her first Olympics. 
“I'm just so thankful that it's over. 
One more day of that would have 
been a lot. I'm very, very happy 
with the result, and happy I was 
able to perform.” 
Both Hancock and English have 
known each other for years as 
Hancock recalled the times, they 
he would go to English’s house 
for dinner.  
So, it was no surprise that it was 
Hancock that helped English 
come back to shooting after her 
father’s death in 2016. 
"It was definitely challenging. 
After he passed, it was hard to 
get back on the range, because it 
actually reminded me of him.,” 
English said of her mindset after 
her father’s death.  “Vinny was 
the one who got me back out 
there. I owe him a lot for pushing 
me to get back out there and 
shoot." 

Hancock had his issues after fal-
tering in Rio and it took self-re-
flection on his part to come back 
to competition. 
"I've shot really, really well for 
the last three years with just the 
mindset of I'm going to enjoy 
myself, I'm going to be happy, 
I'm not going to let anything 
deter me from going out there 
and doing what I love to do,” 
Hancock said how he viewed 
things after Rio.  “In Rio there 
were a lot of different things 
going on that I let get to me and I 
just wasn't in the right frame of 
mind, coming into here, I knew 
that I had the chance to do it, I 
knew that I could do it and I was 
enjoying every moment I had." 
It was the second time in the last 
three Olympics that the USA has 
swept skeet, at the 2012 Olym-
pics Kim Rhode won the 
Women’s skeet competition. 
"We have an amazing team,” 
Hancock said.  “We have a great 
opportunity to continually cap-
italize that with our youth and I 
think that between me and 
Amber, we have a really good 
chance to be able to do that and 
get people involved in the sport 
in the US and just continuing to 
watch our program grow." 

Give Aug 1-15 for chance to win 
a trip for 2 to sold-out Bonnaroo 
and more 
 MEMPHIS, Tenn. (July 27, 
2021) — The American Red 
Cross has an emergency need for 
lifesaving blood amid the ongo-
ing severe blood shortage. Blood 
and platelet donations continue 
to be critical to meet hospital de-
mand and the public is urged to 
make an appointment to give 
now.  
The Red Cross has been distrib-
uting about 12% more blood 
products to hospitals across the 
U.S. compared to this time last 
year. The Red Cross needs to 
collect more than 1,000 ad-
ditional blood donations each 
day to meet the current hospital 
demand and end the severe 
blood shortage. Donors of all 
blood types are needed, espe-
cially type O, which stands at 
just a one-day supply right now. 
  To thank donors who help en-
sure a strong blood and platelet 
supply in August, all who come 
to give Aug. 1-15, 2021, will 
automatically be entered for a 
chance to win an exclusive, VIP 
trip for two to the sold-out 2021 
Bonnaroo Music & Arts Festival. 
Those who come to donate 
throughout August will also re-
ceive a free 4-month subscrip-
tion offer to Apple Music by 
email (new subscribers only). 
More details are available at 
RedCrossBlood.org/FeelThe-
Beat. 
  Donors who give now will help 
stock the shelves as we wind 
down the summer season. 
Schedule an appointment to give 
blood or platelets by using the 
Red Cross Blood Donor App, 
visiting RedCrossBlood.org, cal-
ling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-
733-2767) or enabling the Blood 
Donor Skill on any Alexa Echo 
device. 
 In most cases, those who have 
received a COVID-19 vaccine 
can donate. However, knowing 
the name of the manufacturer of 
the vaccine they received is im-
portant in determining donation 
eligibility. 
  
Upcoming blood donation op-
portunities Aug. 1-15 
 Shelby County, Tennessee 
Memphis: 8/3/2021: 10 a.m. - 3 
p.m., Mid-South Red Cross, 
1399 Madison Ave.  
8/10/2021: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., 
Mid-South Red Cross, 1399 
Madison Ave.  
 Benton County, Tennessee 

Camden: 8/6/2021: 12 p.m. - 6 
p.m., First United Methodist 
Church, 104 Church St. 
 Hardin County, Tennessee 
Savannah: 
8/3/2021: 1:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m., 
Savannah Church of Christ, 
1175 Pickwick Road 
 To donate blood, individuals 
need to bring a blood donor card 
or driver’s license or two other 

forms of identification that are 
required at check-in. Individuals 
who are 17 years of age in most 
states (16 with parental consent 
where allowed by state law), 
weigh at least 110 pounds and are 
in generally good health may be 
eligible to donate blood. High 
school students and other donors 
18 years of age and younger also 

must meet certain height and 
weight requirements. 
  Donors can also save up to 15 
minutes at the blood drive by 
completing a RapidPass. With 
RapidPass, donors complete the 
pre-donation reading and health 
history questionnaire online, on 
the day of donation, from a mo-
bile device or computer. To com-

plete a RapidPass, follow the in-
structions at 
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass 
or use the Red Cross Blood 
Donor App. 
 
 For more information, please visit 
redcross.org or 
cruzrojaamericana.org, or visit us on 
Twitter at @RedCross.   

Swimmer denied 
Olympic bid 

from sports page 2
"After being invited by the 
Guinea-Bissau Minister of Sport 
to represent Guinea Bissau in the 
Tokyo Olympics, receiving 
Guinea-Bissau citizenship, and 
traveling to Tokyo, I was ready 
to fulfill this great honor and be-
come the first Afrodescendant 
from the United States to repre-
sent their ancestral homeland in 
the Olympics as the oldest 
swimmer in Olympic history. 
Longer term, our plans include 
building out a competitive Na-
tional Swim Team to field robust 
teams for Guinea-Bissau in fu-
ture Olympiads. 
"Throughout my life and strug-
gles in this world, I have held on 
to two hopes - the triumph of my 
own Olympic Spirit and restora-
tion to my ancestral homeland. 
My experience, however, has 
shown me that the Olympic 
Charter and Spirit is perhaps not, 
after all, a celebration of the joy 
of athletic achievement, fair play 
and social responsibility. 
"Instead of competing in two 
days, representing the land from 
which my ancestors were stolen, 
I am stuck in Terminal 1 of the 
Narita Airport in Tokyo, Japan. 
Meanwhile, other Black athletes 
fight to wear their natural hair 
during their races, or contend 
with debilitating psychological 
and other stressors, while simply 
trying to do their best for their 
country and their teams. I pray 
for their success, but also for 
their mental and physical well-
being." 
Baleka is scheduled to return to 
Guinea-Bissau soon, pending a 
negative COVID-19 test. De-
spite his own misfortunes, 
Baleka states "I hope that my ex-
perience will start a movement 
of Black Americans competing 
on behalf of their ancestral 
homelands." 

WGC-FedEx St. 
Jude Invitational 

offers 
U.S. Military  
active duty,  

reserve, retirees, 
veterans and 

their dependents   
special tickets

MEMPHIS, TN - The WGC-
FedEx St. Jude Invitational will 
acknowledge the commitment 
and service of the U.S. military 
by offering tickets at $30 per day 
(Aug. 4-8) for active duty, re-
serve, military retirees, veterans, 
and their dependents.  

See related article on 
sports page 1

 All military must present a valid 
military ID at onsite ticket win-
dow(s) in order to purchase.  
Ticket windows will be open 
Wednesday – Sunday at the main 
tournament entrance and near 
3350 Players Club Parkway at 
our Rideshare Entrance. Military 
tickets can only be purchased on 
the day of entry.  
 For more information, visit 
WGCFedEx.com. 
 The 2021 WGC-FedEx St. Jude 
Invitational marks Memphis’ 
third year hosting a World Golf 
Championships event, which an-
nually attracts 40-50 of the top 
50 players in OWGR to Mem-
phis for one of the strongest 
fields of the year. A limited 
quantity of daily tickets to The 
Patio featuring ULTRA Club are 
now available to the general pub-
lic for Thursday-Sunday. Fans 
within the space will have access 
to the top two rows of seating to 
watch all the action on the par-3 
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